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Applying and getting into graduate school is a tough process. It is a choice that needs to be
made efficiently and smartly. Unfortunately, majority of the undergraduate students who are
ready to pursue graduate school are not fully knowledgeable about certain things such as which
schools are good for them, which programs truly have a value and at what institutions they are
truly capable of applying. For example, a lot of students who deserve to be in one of the top 50
schools end up choosing a school or program that they do not deserve. On the other hand,
many students who did well in their undergraduate are refused admission in grad school due to
performing poor on the standardized tests which is GRE for most graduate programs. This is
because students do not get proper guidance at their undergrad institutions as to how should
they proceed for graduate studies.This book, Graduate School Admission Guide, is one of its
own kind. There are not that many books out there in market that talk about graduate school
admission process with such depth and detail. The author, also the founder of TestExpert, an
online tutoring service offering prep courses in GRE & GMAT, has attempted to make this tough
admission process easy and simple in this comprehensive admission guide. This admission
guide is fully loaded with suggestions and advice from getting effective letters of
recommendations to sitting for the GRE/LSAT/GMAT tests for the purpose of graduate/
advanced studies. Almost all popular majors have been discussed in terms of the value of each
degree program and future career opportunities. Numerous rankings of different universities for
each major have been included and current job market has been discussed in detail.
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selection of graduate school is a difficult process, a process whose importance cannot be
overstated. From getting effective letters of recommendation to sending the right GRE score to
right school, applying to grad school is a process in which each step is to be taken with
aforethought and extra care.However, merely getting into graduate school is not an end in itself.
It is in fact the first step towards your career. Though getting into graduate school increases job
prospects in the long run, it can equally be problematic if a right decision is not made on right
time. This is because not all graduate programs are equal in ranking and for this reason not all
graduate degrees carry the same weight. In this comprehensive admission guide, a serious
effort has been made to put as much valuable information as possible regarding graduate
school admission process and we are hopeful that this book will help ease the admission



process for students. It is also to be remembered that in today’s competitive job market, the
value of college/university education has obviously diminished. For example, a bachelors degree
today in 2017 does not have the value which it had 12 years ago. It could also mean that having
a graduate degree is not all what matters but where you graduate from is becoming increasingly
important.Another important thing to note and a reality that persists in our system is that during
the four years of undergraduate, the kind of advise students get from academic advisors is very
limited and normally pertains to ongoing semesters or upcoming course registrations. There is
no such thing as future academic or career advise at large scale. This is no wonder why majority
of the undergraduates are totally unprepared for GRE or GMAT, the most important admission
factors in graduate admissions. On the other hand, many undergraduate students despite
having strong credentials get into graduate programs at regional universities or low tier schools
while could easily go to some well known nationally ranked university. All of this can have a long
impact later on a student’s career. Unfortunately, this lack of information and guidance cost
students a lot after graduation. In this comprehensive admission guide, almost all popular
subjects in which graduate degrees are offered will be discussed along with their marketability
and strength. A clear distinction will be made between majors that are useful and majors that
may not be worth the time and money. A brief discussion of how a smart future graduate student
should organize his coursework during undergraduate will be included. And lists of various
graduate schools and rankings are also included. Chap 1
7 2nd, 3rd & 4th Year UndergradsBy this stage of your
undergrad studies, end of 2nd or beginning of 3rd year, most of you have already gotten the
basics out of your way such as History 100, Sociology 101, Math 100, Chemistry 101 etc.
Students normally take a bunch of electives during first two years and few during 3rd or 4th year.
In short, other than the core courses, there is a plethora of electives which are taken during an
undergraduate program. However, no matter how you move onto your undergrad track, this is
the first and most important advise for all those undergrads who are wanting to go to grad school
that do not waste your time and money on courses that are unrelated to your future program of
study or serve no meaningful purpose. Also keep in mind that if you are ready for graduate
school, you are very less likely to avoid the test whose score is the biggest determining factor in
your grad school admissions and that is the famous GRE. Therefore, prepare for GRE in
advance and take courses that will prepare you best for GRE. As far as the importance of GRE,
do a random experiment by contacting the academic departments of interest at any university
and they will tell you that GRE is not the only factor in your admission to grad school but this
statement can be misunderstood by many applicants to mean that GRE is perhaps not too
important if other credentials are strong, however, this is not true. Of course, GRE is not the only
factor in your admission and by logic and common sense it cannot. No standardized test is. Your
GPA is nearly as important. And your application package is not complete until you submit letters
of recommendations and personal statement unless your program does not require them which
is rare. So when they say that GRE is not the only factor, by no means you should understand



this to mean that GRE itself is less important or not important. In fact, it is the most important
thing on your application package. A strong GRE score can offset a less than desired GPA, yet a
strong GPA is unlikely to offset a poor GRE score and this is true. So as long as your goal is to
attend a nationally ranked graduate program or one of the top 100 nationally ranked universities,
you will need a strong GRE score. And remember, in this depressed job market, what school
and which graduate program you go to will make a huge difference later on in your
career. 8Now here is what every future graduate student
should know about GRE: after all why GRE is so important. Does having a great GRE score
mean that the student is genius? May be. And what about a student who has impressive grades
on his undergraduate transcript but not a high GRE score. Does that indicate that the student is
dumb? Not at all so please do not be suspicious of your own capabilities if you have scored low
on GRE. But in answer to this question that why GRE is so important you should know a few
things. You actually need to understand that how this entire education system operates. Let us
suppose for a moment that a new policy gets introduced that completely eliminates the GRE
requirement for graduate school admissions in America. The reality is that every year there are
thousands of students who graduate with a GPA good enough to get them into graduate
schools. If GRE is eliminated, a surplus of potential graduate applicants will occur. Admissions
will become more and more difficult as there will be many potential applicants competing for
admissions at the same time. Another assumption is that the country is not going to have
enough jobs for all those master degree holders who just got into graduate school easily without
any standardized test only based on their undergraduate GPA. This will indeed be a terrible
situation in a country where the supply of job seekers has already surpassed the number of jobs
available in the market. Therefore, our education system needs a test like GRE so the
competition can be made more and more stiffer and the supply of graduates and availability of
jobs in future can be balanced. How does it all work? Well, when it comes to standardized tests
such as GRE & GMAT, the assumption is that not all students who take them will be able to
perform well. This is just like saying that not all high school graduates end up in college.
Standardized tests are very tough. They are designed by intelligent people in such a way so that
only a small percentage of students can score in 90th percentile. These same students then
become potential applicants for IVY League. Remember, like any other institution, IVY League
schools also have to keep their enrollment at a reasonable level. Seats are limited and they can
only admit a certain number of students with best GPAs and test scores. Another assumption is
that test makers know very well that not all test takers will prepare for the standardized test at
equal levels, it just doesn’t happen. These are the students who are smart and have respectable
GPA’s yet they don’t meet the 9expectations in
standardized tests. Some students work hard on their preparation, some prepare at mediocre
level and some don’t even study at all. These are the ones who normally score in 20th or 30th
percentile and despite having otherwise strong credentials such as GPA and recommendation
letters are denied admissions at graduate level.The aforementioned realities explain well how



the market works and how those running the system try to balance supply against the demand.
However, there are some other reasons why GRE is important. For example, in graduate school,
particularly in PhD, most programs at most schools require a lot of quantitative analysis and
students have to take some statistics courses. If a student has strong quantitative score in GRE,
it is a good indication that the student is prepared to take on the rigorous quantitative work at
doctorate level. In graduate school, even some masters programs other than math, physics or
stats such as political science, sociology and criminal justice often include statistics courses
which will require a lot of quantitative work. Other masters programs such as economics,
statistics and math are most definitely going to have quantitative work. For these reasons, a
strong GRE score particularly in the quantitative reasoning section is essential. A strong score in
the verbal and writing sections of the GRE is a good indicator of strong English language and
writing skills.Having said that, what you are supposed to do is that once you are done taking 100
level basic courses in college, you must get ready to organize your plan of study by taking
algebra, geometry, statistics and pre-calculus at the minimum. Though most of you will have
taken most of these courses during high school but remember, the minimum gap between the
day you graduate from high school and the day you take your GRE is almost four years. So with
a four years of gap in your math practice and having no quantitative background in college
makes the GRE very difficult for most students.Here is an overview of how and why the
aforementioned math courses are essential to your future success: A class in algebra will refresh
the forgotten algebra concepts which your probably studied during 9th or 10th grade in high
school. It would be ideal if this course is supplemented with a beginning level college math
course usually intermediate 10mathematics. This pair will
strengthen your math skills meaning that when you will begin your GRE or GMAT study,
percentage problems, word problems, number properties and data analysis will not be
intimidating for you.

Chap 1 7 2nd, 3rd & 4th
Year UndergradsBy this stage of your undergrad studies, end of 2nd or beginning of 3rd year,
most of you have already gotten the basics out of your way such as History 100, Sociology 101,
Math 100, Chemistry 101 etc. Students normally take a bunch of electives during first two years
and few during 3rd or 4th year. In short, other than the core courses, there is a plethora of
electives which are taken during an undergraduate program. However, no matter how you move
onto your undergrad track, this is the first and most important advise for all those undergrads
who are wanting to go to grad school that do not waste your time and money on courses that are
unrelated to your future program of study or serve no meaningful purpose. Also keep in mind
that if you are ready for graduate school, you are very less likely to avoid the test whose score is
the biggest determining factor in your grad school admissions and that is the famous GRE.
Therefore, prepare for GRE in advance and take courses that will prepare you best for GRE. As
far as the importance of GRE, do a random experiment by contacting the academic departments



of interest at any university and they will tell you that GRE is not the only factor in your admission
to grad school but this statement can be misunderstood by many applicants to mean that GRE
is perhaps not too important if other credentials are strong, however, this is not true. Of course,
GRE is not the only factor in your admission and by logic and common sense it cannot. No
standardized test is. Your GPA is nearly as important. And your application package is not
complete until you submit letters of recommendations and personal statement unless your
program does not require them which is rare. So when they say that GRE is not the only factor,
by no means you should understand this to mean that GRE itself is less important or not
important. In fact, it is the most important thing on your application package. A strong GRE score
can offset a less than desired GPA, yet a strong GPA is unlikely to offset a poor GRE score and
this is true. So as long as your goal is to attend a nationally ranked graduate program or one of
the top 100 nationally ranked universities, you will need a strong GRE score. And remember, in
this depressed job market, what school and which graduate program you go to will make a huge
difference later on in your career. 8Now here is what
every future graduate student should know about GRE: after all why GRE is so important. Does
having a great GRE score mean that the student is genius? May be. And what about a student
who has impressive grades on his undergraduate transcript but not a high GRE score. Does that
indicate that the student is dumb? Not at all so please do not be suspicious of your own
capabilities if you have scored low on GRE. But in answer to this question that why GRE is so
important you should know a few things. You actually need to understand that how this entire
education system operates. Let us suppose for a moment that a new policy gets introduced that
completely eliminates the GRE requirement for graduate school admissions in America. The
reality is that every year there are thousands of students who graduate with a GPA good enough
to get them into graduate schools. If GRE is eliminated, a surplus of potential graduate
applicants will occur. Admissions will become more and more difficult as there will be many
potential applicants competing for admissions at the same time. Another assumption is that the
country is not going to have enough jobs for all those master degree holders who just got into
graduate school easily without any standardized test only based on their undergraduate GPA.
This will indeed be a terrible situation in a country where the supply of job seekers has already
surpassed the number of jobs available in the market. Therefore, our education system needs a
test like GRE so the competition can be made more and more stiffer and the supply of graduates
and availability of jobs in future can be balanced. How does it all work? Well, when it comes to
standardized tests such as GRE & GMAT, the assumption is that not all students who take them
will be able to perform well. This is just like saying that not all high school graduates end up in
college. Standardized tests are very tough. They are designed by intelligent people in such a
way so that only a small percentage of students can score in 90th percentile. These same
students then become potential applicants for IVY League. Remember, like any other institution,
IVY League schools also have to keep their enrollment at a reasonable level. Seats are limited
and they can only admit a certain number of students with best GPAs and test scores. Another



assumption is that test makers know very well that not all test takers will prepare for the
standardized test at equal levels, it just doesn’t happen. These are the students who are smart
and have respectable GPA’s yet they don’t meet the
9expectations in standardized tests. Some students work hard on their preparation, some
prepare at mediocre level and some don’t even study at all. These are the ones who normally
score in 20th or 30th percentile and despite having otherwise strong credentials such as GPA
and recommendation letters are denied admissions at graduate level.The aforementioned
realities explain well how the market works and how those running the system try to balance
supply against the demand. However, there are some other reasons why GRE is important. For
example, in graduate school, particularly in PhD, most programs at most schools require a lot of
quantitative analysis and students have to take some statistics courses. If a student has strong
quantitative score in GRE, it is a good indication that the student is prepared to take on the
rigorous quantitative work at doctorate level. In graduate school, even some masters programs
other than math, physics or stats such as political science, sociology and criminal justice often
include statistics courses which will require a lot of quantitative work. Other masters programs
such as economics, statistics and math are most definitely going to have quantitative work. For
these reasons, a strong GRE score particularly in the quantitative reasoning section is essential.
A strong score in the verbal and writing sections of the GRE is a good indicator of strong English
language and writing skills.Having said that, what you are supposed to do is that once you are
done taking 100 level basic courses in college, you must get ready to organize your plan of study
by taking algebra, geometry, statistics and pre-calculus at the minimum. Though most of you will
have taken most of these courses during high school but remember, the minimum gap between
the day you graduate from high school and the day you take your GRE is almost four years. So
with a four years of gap in your math practice and having no quantitative background in college
makes the GRE very difficult for most students.Here is an overview of how and why the
aforementioned math courses are essential to your future success: A class in algebra will refresh
the forgotten algebra concepts which your probably studied during 9th or 10th grade in high
school. It would be ideal if this course is supplemented with a beginning level college math
course usually intermediate 10mathematics. This pair will
strengthen your math skills meaning that when you will begin your GRE or GMAT study,
percentage problems, word problems, number properties and data analysis will not be
intimidating for you.Take an analytical geometry course if your college offers one. This course
most certainly adds to your GRE preparation for the future. Like an algebra course, it will refresh
the forgotten memories of a bitter geometry course you took in high school and by the time you
get ready for your GRE, circles, triangles, trapezoid and pentagon will be familiar faces.A course
in statistics is absolutely helpful for GRE preparation. You are sure to miss a few questions on
your GRE exam if you don’t know what mean, median, mode and probability are. An elementary
statistics course may be one of the core courses on your four year degree plan but it is more
helpful if you take an additional statistics course. Statistics is not easy and can be intimidating.



So taking two courses in statistics and probability would be even better.A course in pre-calculus
may be one of the core ones on your four year college degree plan but if it is not, still take it. Pre-
calculus will teach you how to deal with problems involving coordinate geometry, X Y planes and
slopes.The aforesaid four areas of math have been discussed in order of their importance for the
purpose of GRE. What it means is that a GRE exam is going to have more algebra question than
any other topic. You can expect about 50-55 % of your test to be algebra based including data
analysis questions, 30-35% geometry including XY plane and slope questions and 15-20%
statistics. Therefore, remember that having the aforesaid 4 or 5 math courses during
undergraduate particularly during the 2nd and 3rd year can prove very helpful. Taking them in
3rd year is preferable because by the beginning of 4th and last year you will be on your way to
prepare for graduate school including GRE.Also note that any of you who is looking to get into a
PhD program in subjects such as political science, criminal justice and sociology directly after
undergraduate can benefit 11from taking pre-calculus
and at least one intro level statistics course. If PhD is going to be in economics, then math work
up to calculus II minimum is a must and up to calculus III is quite helpful.In some instances, a
history, philosophy or geography undergrad student switches into fields such as political
science, criminal justice or economics at graduate level and this is where all the hardship begins.
Since most history, philosophy and geography majors are likely to have lacked a quantitative
background during undergrad, they find it quite difficult to handle any quantitative work that
confronts them at graduate school. Therefore, it is always a good idea to take at least 3 math
courses during your undergraduate. Filling up all your electives with courses like music, theater,
arts, humanities, history of civil war, philosophy of love, European history and psychology will be
a waste of time, money and energy. This does not mean that you should not take any of these
courses at all but first and foremost, you should give preference to the courses discussed above
and then if you have any extra room left you can take the courses you like.The couple of
paragraphs above highlight the importance of taking math courses in undergraduate, however, if
you are inclined to continue into grad school then you do not want to underestimate the
importance of the second half of GRE which is the verbal reasoning. To have a solid preparation
for this section of GRE, you are strongly urged to take at least 2 or 3 English courses one of
which should be a writing class. The writing class can prepare you for the analytical writing
section of GRE whereas the other 1 or 2 classes can help you improve on vocabulary and
reading comprehension which is “understanding passages in their proper context”, a skill
essential for success in the verbal section of GRE. This is because half of your verbal reasoning
section in GRE consists of reading comprehension questions.In conclusion, remember that
during your undergrad, you have a lot of room and leniency to take courses of your own choice
as a large portion of your degree plan consists of free
12electives. Fill up these electives with 3- 4 math courses and 2- 3 solid English courses. The
maximum courses will yield maximum benefits. Chap 2
13 Preparing for Grad SchoolThis is the stage which is just as important as your



undergrad senior thesis and finals. Therefore, prepare for it smartly and efficiently. Remember!
rushing and leaving important things for last minutes can make things worse and planning early
can make things super great. Though not as important as your GRE score or GPA but
recommendation letter is something you will be required to include with your grad school
application materials. The first thought of recommendation letters should emerge in your mind
during your 3rd year of undergrad studies or at least 3 semesters before you graduate. Why?
well, first of all, most students enter graduate school in fall which is how it works. For fall
admissions, a large majority of universities have grad school application deadlines somewhere
between December, the preceding year and March, in the year you will be entering graduate
school. Few graduate programs allow students to submit their applications as late as June or
July which is just 2 or 3 months before your first semester of graduate school but such
generosity is only displayed by a handful of schools. Some examples are University of Texas at
Dallas, University of Texas at Arlington and Texas Tech University.Another important thing you
need to remember is that many graduate schools in the country offer spring admissions for
masters programs but almost no university will offer spring admissions for PhD. So as stated
above, if you will think early, you can plan early. The 2nd and a very important reason why first
thought of recommendation letters should hit your mind as early as 3rd year of undergrad
studies is that once you begin seeking letters, you may find that not every professor will be
inclined to give you letters. Many professors are not just so easy going. To consider you worthy
of their recommendations, they want to have known you well. They want to be able to define you
well. Some have grading requirements. Unless your professor is super easy going, don’t expect
to get a letter of recommendation with a C+ or even a B-. Another important thing you should
keep in mind is that many professors are reluctant to recommend you for grad school if you have
taken only once class with them no matter how well your performed. On
the 14other hand, if there is a professor with whom you
took 3 classes and got B’s or B+’s in every one of those 3 classes, there is a very decent chance
that you will get a recommendation letter. Having said that, when you begin to think about
recommendation letters during your 3rd year of undergrad, it will be wise to approach the
professors first with whom you have taken classes already and done well in them. One or two
letters from such professors is a good idea. If you can get two, you will have the burden of
securing only one letter later. So be more focused on planning ahead of time. Also, be more
focused on finding professors who can describe you well and write you strong letters. By strong
letters, we mean letters from professors with whom you have taken multiple courses, earned
respectable grades and who are likely to remember you years after graduation. Such professors
can indeed draw the best picture of you in their letters.Your personal statement also known as
statement of purpose which is one of the four things graduate schools look at is something you
can prepare towards the end of your undergrad. It is a small task but as important as letters of
recommendation. Many do’s and don’ts circulate regarding personal statement on students’
blogs on internet. We will discuss this important piece of paper in a concise manner: your



personal statement should be a one or 1 ¼ page essay and only three paragraphs are sufficient.
Yes! Whether you believe this or not, 3 paragraphs are just fine. There are students inclined to
write a personal statement in a manner similar to a short college paper but please, do not do
that. This is because you are not the only student whose personal statement will be read by the
admission committee. There will be many others like you. So make sure you don’t do anything
that is going to be irritating and bothersome for the admission committee. In the first paragraph,
introduce yourself and your academic achievement. Since you are writing this statement for a
graduate program, do not discuss what you did in high school. Admission committee wants to
know what did you do during four years of college. Unless you set some academic record in high
school, you do not need to talk about it in your statement. If applying for a PhD program with a
masters in hand, talk about your undergrad performance and then talk about your performance
in graduate school. Discuss your test scores like GRE assuming you have done good in it. So
again, in the first 15paragraph, introduce yourself and
your academic achievements. In the second paragraph, be clear about your goals. Why do you
want to study the particular masters or PHD program you are applying for? What do you want to
do with this degree and discuss any specific areas of research you are interested in. If it is a
statement for a PHD program and you have already done some research work in your masters
or final year of undergraduate, discuss that briefly. In the final or 3rd paragraph, talk about the
school a little bit you are applying to. Tell the admission committee as to what you know about
their school and/or graduate program and its strength. Why you are confident that the school or
department you are applying at is good for you or your career. In personal statements, students
are encouraged to explain as to why they want to attend the school or program they are applying
for. Do not be a simple minded student and say “I want to attend University of Wyoming because
living in Houston for 15 years, I am sick of the humidity and now want to enjoy some nature and
snowfall”. This is the kind of explanation you want to avoid in your personal statement.
Admissions don’t care about it. Anything that is irrelevant and cannot have any direct or indirect
impact on your admission determination needs to be avoided. Instead of having any poetry or
romanticism in your admission essay, be specific and tell the admission committee as to what do
you think and know about their school or specific department you are applying to. This would
help the admission committee truly gauge your level of confidence. During your fourth or final
year, you are then almost ready to go to grad school. You should plan ahead. Take your GRE or
GMAT(if you are going to business school) at your desired date depending on your comfort
level, gather all letters of recommendation, have your personal statement ready and you are
good to go.This is the most critical part of your graduate school admission process. Whatever
major you are applying for, it is always wise to apply to as many schools as possible for you. A
strong recommendation would be to apply to at least four schools. First of all, this increases your
odds of getting into graduate school. Second, if you are lucky to be accepted at all four or at
least 3 out of four schools, you will have a plenty of choice. You can then compare all the schools
and choose the program or school that is best for you.



16And remember by best we don’t mean the schools where your old long time friends are going.
Instead figure out the best and be able to define it for yourself in a rational way. Graduate school
is tough, indeed tougher than undergrad. Two years of graduate school are not going to give you
much room for fun as you may have had during your undergrad. Therefore, parties and friends
should not be your consideration when choosing a graduate program. Graduate school is a big
investment in many respects particularly in terms of hard work and effort you are going to put
forth to achieve a good GPA. Though you can get a masters with a GPA of 3.0 but why do you
want to be at the minimum if you want to be competitive during your job hunt. Following are some
of the important points you should keep in mind when applying to graduate school or choosing a
program after admission:Consider the ranking of the school before accepting the offer of
admission. In fact, consider this factor more than anything.Consider the cost of
attendance.Consider the value of your degree, its strength and future opportunities.As for
ranking, refer to the US News & World Report. Their published rankings which come out every
year will give you a fine idea as to how well a school is doing as far as reputation of the
institution.Note that US News publishes the list of top 200 schools in the nation. The schools that
don’t make a place among top 200 are ranked either as tier 2 but still labeled as “nationally
ranked” or regionally ranked. Regional ranking means that they fall at the bottom in the following
order: Top 200 (nationally ranked), tier 2 (nationally ranked), regionally ranked.The schools that
are regionally ranked generally have a lesser value than schools that are tier 2 nationally ranked
and schools that are among top 200.A school that has a regional ranking may have some value
in that specific region where it is located but outside of its territory, it may be a school completely
unheard of. Also remember, that even in the state where that regionally ranked school is located,
there will definitely be at least 1 or 2 schools which will be in national ranking. Thus, students
who will be coming out of those 1 or 2 nationally ranked graduate schools in that state will sure
offer very stiff competition in job search.Regional schools within themselves vary in terms of
ranking. For example, there are regional schools in northeast that are among the top and there
are regional schools in northeast making the list at the very bottom.The graduate degrees that
already have a struggling job market will be of the least value if earned from a regional university
such as MA in Humanities or MA in Political Science or History. In contrast, the graduate
degrees that have a thriving job market will be of some value if earned from the same regional
university such as MS in Statistics.When comparing graduate schools and/or programs for
which you have received the admission offer in terms of their ranking and cost of attendance,
you must act wise and not dumb. For example, let us say the two graduate schools you were
accepted at are ranked as following: school A ranked as 112th best in the nation and school B
as 118th best in the nation. The cost of attendance in school A for a full two years masters
program including room and board is going to be $40,000 and in school B, it is going to be
$25,000 assuming your desired program of study is the same at both institutions. Now, in this
scenario, the difference of 15,000 dollars in cost is more important than the difference of 5
numbers in ranking. This will be a wise way of looking at it. So unless you are a millionaire by the



time you are ready to go to graduate school which you are most probably not, do not take that
much loan upon yourself when you can get the same quality of education and a degree same in
value at either one institution. If you come across situations like this, use your common sense
and best judgment. And make a smart choice.As for PHD programs, keep in mind that most of
the universities that are nationally ranked (top 200 + tier 2) offer PHD degrees in a vast variety of
subjects whereas a lot of the regional universities would typically offer master degrees in various
subjects but not PHD’s. During your search for schools, you may come across some regional
universities that would offer a PHD, normally in 2 or 3 subjects but not many.As a matter of
common sense, keep in mind that since applicant pool must be larger for fall admissions than for
spring, the admission process is likely to be more competitive in fall than spring. Therefore, it
may not be a bad idea to apply for spring admissions if your school and department you are
applying to offer spring admissions. The difference between fall and spring is four months
whereas if you are denied admission for the fall, you will likely not be eligible to reapply to the
same program until the next fall. And if that happens, it will be a waste of time, about one year.
This strategy may also be good for those applicants whose academic credentials are not too
strong for the program they want to apply to. On the other hand, if you are really willing to begin
in the fall, applying much earlier than the deadline is always better. This is because many
schools fully review an application as it comes in. Applying right at the deadline means that
many strong applicants have already been ahead of you and if your credentials are only meeting
the minimum admission criteria then it is possible, yes it is possible that your application will get
a quick denial. After all why would it get a full review if there are already a bunch of applicants
with credentials stronger than yours. As far as a full review of an application, this is the
impression you have in your mind about graduate admission process. But realities may be
different. You are living in the second decade of 21st century and things are sometimes not as
simple as they appear to be. So even though you will receive an e-mail or letter saying that your
application has been denied after a careful review, it does not necessarily have to be the case.
Those letters are system generated and they are same for every applicant. Admission
committee can take a quick look at your application and decide in seconds that you are not their
favorite. Then at that point, a denial letter saying that your application was carefully reviewed will
be sent to you. Again, 19these denial letters are system
generated and they read same for everyone. The bottom line is that you have to play the system
smart. In some cases students who apply right at the deadline do get accepted but we still stress
that earlier is always better.      
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Umair Iqbal, “A Valuable Resource. This book contains valuable information for undergrads
regarding grad school admission process. It provided me with some good insights. However,
one thing that I thought could have been better is the front cover of the book. Other than that,
very helpful to understand the grad school admission process.”

The book by Mohammed Iftikhar has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 2 people have provided feedback.
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